
COLLABORATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING: 

TIER 1 INTENSIVE TRAINING WORKSHOP — October 25-27, 2017 

Northwest Regional ESD—Washington Room 

5825 NE Ray Circle 

Hillsboro, Or 97124 

Rethinking Challenging Kids 

Northwest Regional ESD is proud to offer an intensive training workshop in the Collaborative Problem Solving 

(CPS) approach based on the book “Treating the Explosive Child” (Ablon, Greene).  Presented by Think:Kids 

certified professional trainers Randi Cooper M.Ed., and Jordan Spikes. 

This 2-1/2 day intensive training is intended for educators, mental health clinicians, parents, and community 

partners.  Relationally based, CPS views challenging behavior as a learning disability of crucial cognitive (thinking) 

skills necessary to handle the demands of everyday life, and not as the result of a child’s willfulness or poor 

parenting.  Through an empathetic and neurobiologically informed  understanding of what is getting in a child’s 

way (preschool—adolescence), we (educators, parents, clinicians) are better able to intervene to support children 

through a collaborative process of teaching skills and solving problems.  For more information about the CPS 

model visit: www.thinkkids.org. 

Outcomes of Training: 

Participants will receive in-depth training in the assess-

ment, planning and intervention components of the model 

at a level where they can begin practice in the model. 

 Understand the philosophical underpinnings of the

CPS approach.

 Discuss how traditional approaches to address mala-

daptive behavior have been ineffective for people with

severe social, emotional, behavioral, and life

challenges.

 Begin to see challenging behavior as a by-product of

lagging skill vs will.

 Identify the steps necessary to be effective at Collabo-

rative Problem Solving and what goals the CPS process

accomplishes.

 Identify where cognitive skills are taught in the Plan B

(Collaborative Problem Solving) process.

Registration Information: 

Pre-registration is required and enrollment is limited, so 

please register early.  Participants will receive an email  

notification of their confirmed registration. 

Workshop cost is $250 per person. 

Presenters: Randi Cooper M. Ed. and Jordan Spikes 

Schedule: 

Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm (lunch provided) 

Friday 8:00am-12:00pm (no lunch) 

Please follow the link to log-on and register for the event: 

If you have questions, please contact Paul Thompson at 

pthompson@nwresd.k12.or.us or 503-614-1724 (x1724)

REGISTER HERE! 

mailto:mguthrie@nwresd.k12.or.us
https://cascadetech.wildapricot.org/event-2544626


 Randi Cooper, M.Ed., is a Behavior Specialist/Consultant and Special Educator who 
has worked with students whom display challenging behavior for over 15 years. 
While teaching in a self-contained behavior classroom over 5 years ago, she fully 
implemented the CPS model into her classroom, and the results clearly demon-
strated the effectiveness in reducing chronic challenging behavior and developing 
healthy relationships with students and parents. During the past three years, Randi 
worked as a Behavior Specialist for a NW Regional ESD program. It was a special 
school geared toward students with Developmentally Delays who live in residential 
group home settings and have significant social, emotional, academic, and behav-
ioral difficulties. Randi introduced the concept of “Kids will do well if they can.”  The 
program saw a very significant reduction in aggression and the use of physical    
restraint and seclusions. 

Currently, Randi is a Think:Kids CPS Certified Trainer who consults and trains adults in the CPS model. She 
is passionate about supporting parents and professionals in shifting their mindset of how they see individ-
uals with challenging behavior through utilizing the CPS philosophy. 

Jordan Spikes is a Think:Kids Certified Professional Trainer in Collaborative Prob-
lem Solving, which was developed in the department of Psychiatry at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital under the direction of Dr. Stuart Ablon.  He has been a 
front-line responder for children and adolescents in mental health and education 
for over a decade.  He has extensive experience working with children and fami-
lies in a variety of settings, ranging from the floors of the Secure Inpatient unit 
for Children at the Parry Center for Children, to the halls of Portland Public 
Schools’ Pioneer Program, to running a two-room schoolhouse that served high-
need students for rural school districts at the WESD’s Oasis Academy. 

Using his understanding of the unique challenges that children face within systems of care, Jordan has 
taken a hands-on approach to working not only with the children themselves, but with their families and 
other professional care-givers who are implementing CPS into their practice.  With a goal of shifting the 
mindset away from conventional “kids choosing to misbehave” to a neurobiologically-guided mindset of 
viewing behavioral challenges as a form of learning disorder, he joins with educators and care-givers in 
the responsibility of teaching children the necessary skills to meet daily, real-world expectations. 




